NRIC V Focus Group 4 

Best Practices for IP Network Interoperability 

· Backbone providers will post their criteria for settlement-free Internet connection on their websites, for both domestic and global peering, where the latter is applicable.

· Such posted criteria will specify, when such criteria is a de facto peering requirement for the provider, the following:

· Capacity required of a would-be peer.

· Backbone Capacity

· Interconnect Capacity

· Number of Interconnection Points

· Geographic Diversity 

· An escalation path to resolve specific network issues (e.g. routing or congestion problems).

· Any requirements regarding advertisement, registration, announcement of, and protocol use for, routes.

· Requirements for traffic exchange, specifying quantity and duration of measurement.

· Any other requirements or measurements necessary for settlement-free Internet interconnection.

· Backbone providers will not refuse to discuss settlement-free internet interconnection with any party that states it meets a backbone provider’s published peering policy (and at their discretion may discuss peering with a party 

that does not meet their published peering policy).

· Backbone providers will identify for a would-be peer a peering coordinator with authority to agree upon interconnection conditions.

· Backbone providers will correspond in a responsive and timely manner, and will not unduly delay Internet interconnection discussions.

· Backbone providers will, in responding to a request for internet interconnection, provide considered reasons for rejecting any part of the proposal (including rejecting settlement-free direct internet interconnection) and provide reasonable clarifications of such explanations upon request.

· Backbone providers will agree to a schedule for mutual augmentation of Internet circuits, clearly specifying at what percentage of utilization will be augmented and the method for utilization measurement.

· If agreement is reached to interconnect Internet capacity directly, backbone providers will execute a written agreement that sets forth the full negotiated Internet interconnection conditions, including termination provisions that provide sufficient notice.
